INTRODUCTION
After Pearl Harbor 1 I 1 asked whether an American Catalina Pilot had really found the Bismarck. I was informed that he was Ensign L.B. Smith, U.S. Navy, stationed with 209 Squadron, R.A.F. Coastal Command at Lough Erne. He sighted the Bismarck 550 miles west of Land's End. Two other U.S. Navy Ensign pilots of R.A.F. Catalinas took over shadowing the Bismarck on 26 May 1941 2, 3 . Much later I learned that Flight Lieutenant Waller of 502 (Ulster) Squadron (based in Limavady) flying a Whitley VII was sent to meet battleship King George V after she had helped sink the Bismarck. "King George V was said to be very short of fuel. We had seen two Heinkel 111 bombers as we approached King George V and we signaled by lamp to warn King George V. The message was allegedly not received by C in C Home Fleet" 4 . Later Waller, my future father-in-law, received an O.B.E. Military. When, sixteen years later, I went as a junior house officer at Bart's to ask former Wing Commander Waller if I could marry his only daughter, Tessa, he said, "No, your prospects are not good enough." On my return home, my father said, "I'll call up George and remind him of his prospects at Aldergrove and Limavady. You two are made for one another" 5 .
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES PLANNING AND COORDINATION
The strategic role of Northern Ireland in the early years of World War II is reflected in the important role of its hospitals and health care institutions in serving both military and civilian personnel 6 . During the war, 1,900 rescued survivors of U-boat attacks on supply ships or escorts found their way to Londonderry 7 ( Fig. 1) . If injured or partially drowned, they were generally transferred to Royal Naval medical supervision under the jurisdiction of Sir Gordon GordonTaylor, Surgeon in Chief of the Royal Navy 9,10,11 ( Fig. 2) .
In 1938, prior to the outbreak of war, Northern Ireland's Ministry of Home Affairs sought the advice of the Emergency Committee of the local branch of the British Medical Association, to assure advance preparation for a war emergency and "particularly the possibility of the evacuation of hospitals in Great Britain and the consequent necessity for special arrangements for the care and treatment Society, reported the only case of typhus he had seen in 1941: the vector had been a cat retrieved from a raft in the Atlantic after the sinking of the Bismarck 17 ( Fig. 3) . Weekly reports of infectious disease incidence attest to the fact that the war-time threat of a rise in contagious disease did not materialize in Northern Ireland 20 . Of the U.K. in general, the Epidemiological Notes of the British Medical Journal were able to report after the final weekly report for 1941, "We may conclude that the nation's health has been and remains satisfactory. In fact, it is better than many anticipated early in the war when considering the possible effects of such adverse conditions of life as herding in shelters, lack of ventilation due to black-out, and dispersal of large sections of the population" 21, 22 .
Beddows also did well as DDMS Northern Ireland from 1941 to 1944. Later, his high honour "Legion of Merit" of the United States, was published at the same time as that of his direct boss Lieutenant-General Sir Alexander Hood, G.B.E., K.C.B., M.D., F.R.C.S., F.R.C.P., K.H.P. 19, 23, 24 . Beddows' U.S. citation reads that he Distinguished himself by exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services as Deputy Director of Medical Services for British Troops in Northern Ireland. Brigadier Beddows made all the initial arrangements for the reception of United States Troops in Northern Ireland. He continued to provide for their medical care until United States Army Hospitals could be established; and he caused to be transferred to the United States Army two of the best hospitals under his control. His continued assistance to our medical service has improved the care given to United States Troops sick and injured in Northern Ireland 23 . (Fig. 1) . These 2,500 mile-range bombers with improved radar and weapons were decisive in the spring of 1943.
In late May 1943 with Hitler's agreement, Admiral Doenitz withdrew his U-Boats from the North Atlantic due to heavy loss 8, 38 . The superb organization of medical services in Ulster during World War II contributed greatly to victory in the Battle of the Atlantic. The extraordinary cooperation between civilian medical and surgical services and the British and United States Armed Forces, begun in 1939 1 , played a crucial role.
